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Mason and Dixon Line

About gne and one-half miles south of where we now are, running due east
and wesl, is Mason and Dixon Line. Wayneshoro, aceordingly, is the nearest
town of any importance on either side of this historic parallel. The line forms
the southern boundary of Pennsylvania and consequently it is also the southern
boundary of Franklin County. There is perhaps no line, real or imaginary
on the surface of the earth, whose name has been oftener in men's mouths,
especially during the period immediately preceding the Civil War.

Mason and Dixon Line represents the conclusion of a controversy continued
through several generations between the successive Proprietaries of Pennsylvania
and of Maryland. It has a history of more than 150 years duration. It abounds
in curious conflicts of grants, and upon its disputed margins have been. enacted
scenes of riot, invasion and even murder, involving the early settlers in much
perplexity and confusion. Kings, Lords, and Commoners; English, Swedes,
Dutch, Quakers, Germans and Catholics, all figure in its narrative with dramatic
effect. The line takes its name from two celebrated astronomers and sSUrveyors
from England, Jeremiah Mason and Charles Dixon.

OTHER REMARKABLE LINES.

It might be appropriate in this place to direct attention to the peculiarities
of a few other state boundaries. The longest stretch of straight boundary line
in the world is the parallel extending along our Canadian frontier westward
from Lake-of-the-Woods to Puget Sound. This line became famous in a boundary
controversy with England and gave us the alliterative slogan “Fifty-Four Forty
or Fight”. The dispute was finally settled by Webster and Ashburton at 49
degrees. And we did not fight but we gave up our claim to a strip of terri-
tory 400 miles wide and 1500 miles long, or an area equal to thirteen states the
size of Pennsylvania,

The longest similar boundary line wholly within the United States is the
parallel which runs westward from the southeastern corner of Kansas sep-
arating Kansas, Colorado and Utah on the north, from Oklahoma, New Mexico
and Arizona on the south. This iine is nearly 1100 miles in length.

There is seemingly a long straight line between Virginia, Kentucky and
Missouri on the north, and North Carolina, Tennesee and Arkansas on the south,
but it is not throughout its length a single parallel. It has several kinks each
with a more or less interesting diplomatic history. This is the Thirty-Six Thirty
Line of the Missouri Compromise controversy.

Judge James Vetch in his Sketches of Southwestern Pennsylvania says,
“In some respects the celebrated 36 degree and 30 minute line resembles Mason
and Dixon Line with which political writers and declaimers sotietimes confound
it. But it has neither the beauty, the accuracy nor the historic interest of this
line. It is, or rather was, intended to be the southern boundary of the states
of Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri, but it was most bunglingly run, as a glance
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