
LXXXVT. Odfirvatims for proving the Go- 
i7g of MY. Ellicott's Clock, at St.  Helena ; 

Mt-. Charles Mafon. 

ReadMay 6, N my return from the cape of Good 
I 762. I Hope, the clock, ufed in thegbferva- 

tions made there, was let going at James's fort,. St. 
Helena, the pendulum remaining as at the Cape. 
Here I found myfelf at a great 106, to get obferva- 

, tions to prove its motion, the heavens being almofl 
perpetually covered .with clouds. A t  'length, c'onfi- 

. , dering, that the. place being Iituated in fuch anarrow 
deep valley, if the times of the defcent of the itars, 

. . over t h c  weRern ridge ,of rocks, (the altitude of 
whok n'eatelt. lummit wasabout 3o0, a'nd $inant about 
a quarter o f -a  mile, at the obfervatory) were ob- 

.. '. '.. , i i'erved, it would give the time .per clock, ; i ba  Iidereal 
dqy.; and the chances for tuch obfervations' would be 
greater, than by any bther method, asthey might-be 
continued the whole night. Accordingly, I began 
to obferve, by fixing the eye to a oint: but thiswas 
o n  p r o v e d  by the Reverend hr. MaMyne,  by 
making the ears defcend each night, in the lame 
part cjf the telelcope of the equal altitude infirumtnt : 
and it was very beautiful to Lee, how infiantaneoufly 
they difappeared. 

The  difference of the e&A of gravity at the two 
places, on the going of the clqck, may be ken, by 
comparing the following with the obfervatioes made 
st the Cape. 
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This day I ditcovered the wedges behind the clock, which w;is 
put to make it fand perpendicular, were loore; h u n k ,  I 
fuppofe, by the drynefs of the place. Quaere, If this was 
not the caufe of the above difference. 

The wedges being again fecured, 

There are different 
fiars. 

Per Mr. Malkelyne. 
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r h e  clock was Ropped, and an arch put on, to h e w  the de- 
grees and minutes the pendulum vibrates. 
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= 31" 55' 20". 
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The  clock taken down; and, the pendulum fecured, as at. the 
cape of Good Hope,. aft!% tlic.&~&on given per Mr..Ellicott: 
the maker. 

The thermometer was hung by thefideof the clock, and 1 never 
faw:it higher (from.lzth.of November. 1761 to January ~Eth ,  
176i)than 742, OOL-lower than 67. 

Thok oblervdti~nn8 marked : are a little dubious. 

Charles Mafoni 


