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"The Honorable Commissioners of Maryland and Pennsylvania for 
Settleing the Lines of the said Provinces" secured the services of 
one Moses McClean as Steward. Mr. McClean kept three types of 
ledgers: (1) "The Weekly Accompt of the Hands employed under Messrs. 
Mason 6 Dixon in running the West Line between Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania with a Just Accompt of their Employment. Time, Wages etc from 
the xth Day of Month to the yth inclusive" (daily time sheet), (2) 
"THE HON'BLE COMMISSIONERS of Maryland and Pennsylvania for Settleing 
the Lines of +.he said Provinces --- To Moses McClean Steward Dr" 
(daily disbursements), and (3) "CONTRA CR." (daily receipts). These 
three tYPeS,Of accounts are in excellent penmanship. The Chew Family 
donated copies of these records to the Pennsylvania Historical Society 
and they sold me a negative microfilm of them. 

These accounts add to the historical information already avail- 
able on this famous line and the list of "Hands" serve as a check 
list of ancestors who worked on or otherwise aided with the running 
of the line. This paper presents the historical information in this 
account and gives an alphabetical list of Hands, their times of em- 
ployment and job description and a list of those providing supplies 
and services other than the Hands. The accounts available to me 
record the work done 1765 and 1767. 

The Proprietors of Pennsylvania and Maryland set up a commission 
to determine the true line between the two Provinces. The commiss- 
ioners for Pennsylvania were William Allen, Benjamin Chew, John Ewing, 
Edward Shippen Jr.. and Thomas Willing. The commissioners for Mary- 
land were Horatio Sharpe, Esquire, John Ridout, John Leeds, John 
Barclay, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, John Beal Bordley and George 
Stewart, Esquire. Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, English astronomers 
and mathematicians were employed by the Commissioners to survey the 
Line. The Commissioners employed Moses McClean as Steward to employ 
and supervise all Hands to do the work as requested by the Surveyors. 
to purchase and distribute all materials and services, to handle all 

. finances, and to keep detailed accounts of same. An original copy 
of Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixons Journal or diary of the running 
of the line is at the National Archives, Washington, D.C. Three books 
that have been written about the running of the line follow: (1) Report 
of the Secretary of Internal Affairs of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania on the Boundaries of the Commonwealth (Harrisburg 1887, pp. 
.59-281). Manuscript copy (in Historical Society of Pennsylvania) has 
costs of numerous features of the Survey, throughout its full course. 
The printed copy does not have this. (2) The Mason and Dixon Line 



by Hubertis M. Cummings, published by the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, 1962. gives a cronological record of the Survey. (3) The 
Journal of Lharles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon transcribed from the 
Original in the United States National Archives was published in 
1969 by the American Philosophical Society with an introduction by 
A. Hughlett Mason. These three accounts and other records in 
Annapolis, Harrisburg, and Philadelphia should be consulted for 
detail. The following brief summary is here presented to fit the 
Accompt records here reported. 

The Plan an6 Calendar of the Survey 

The true latitude of the Line was established by a combination 
of astronomical and ground surveying. Three points were established. 
The first was the southernmost point of the city of Philadelphia. An 
observatory was built at this point and a Sector installed. The 
Sector was an instrument with a telescope for accurately viewing the 
position and movement of the stars. A line due west of the first 
point was then established. This line was run due west by ground 
instruments until a second point was reached through which a due 
south line could be run for exactly 15 miles to a third point that 
would be near the east end of the boundary between Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. The ground survey established the second point in 
John liarland; field at the Forks of the Brandywine River 31 miles 
due west of :he first point at Philadelphia. (The surveyors stayed 
at John Harlrnds when not surveying and used his farm as a base of 
operations.) The Observatory was then moved to and set up at the 
second point. The Sector was pointed east and a slight change was 
made in the l.oint established by the ground survey so that the second 
point was in exactly the same latitude as the first. Then the 
Sector was pcinted due south and exactly 15 miles of ground survey 
was made in t!lat direction. This third point fell in Alexander 
Bryans fielc. The Observatory was moved to Mr. Bryans and the point 
adjusted by ajtronomical observations as befors. A Post marked West 
was set up aL  this third point. The Sector was then pointed due 
west through chis point which was the latitude of the true boundary 
between Marylmd and Pennsylvania. The Line was surveyed westward 
by ground instruments for 12 miles, and the Sector was moved to that 
point, which '+as corrected as before. "Offsets" (minor corrections 
based on the Sectors corrections of the 12 mile point established by 
ground surve:) were computed for each of the markers along the twelve 
miles of line. These markers were moved to their corrected positions 
on the retur: trip toward the end of the season. At similar inter- 
vals the abo-~e procedures were continued to the end of the survey. 
While surveying westward only sufficient timber was cut to permit 
surveying the line. On the return trip eastward beginning several 
weeks before the end of the season, a "w was cut to the east 
about 25 feet wide along the line. About 303 posts with mounds 
of earth and stone and shaped stone mile markers along the inhabited 
portion of the line (to 132 miles from the post marked west in 
Alexander Bryans field) were set to exact location on the return 
trip each season. 

OnApril 1, 1765 the nands began assemblying at Alexander 
Bryans farm, the easternmost point of the West Line and began running 

the line westward. On May 11 they were at the Susquehanna River. 
26 miles west of Bryans farm. They remained at this point making 
observations with the Sector until May 28. No axmen were employed 
during this period between May 13 and June 3. On May 29 they start- 
ed to return to Bryans farm and started North Line between Maryland 
and Delaware June 3. They continued running the North Line until 
June 19. June 21 they set out for the Susguehanna River and continued 
the line westward until Oct. 5 at 117 miles west of Mr. Bryans farm. 
On Oct. 28 they began back tracking to the Susquehanna. 

June 15, 1767 the overseers, instrument bearers, cooks, and 
waggoners left Brandywine (John Harlands farm) for Fort Cumberland 
where they arrived July 7 and proceeded the next day to where they 
had left off the previous year at the Savage Mountain. They 
continued the line westward and reached its terminal point Oct. 10. 
On Oct. 25 amen started clearing the "Visto" eastward from about 
the 203 mile marker (between the crossings of the Youghiogheny and 
Cheat Rivers). They returned to the main party Oct. 23. On Sept. 
28, other axmen began clearing a Visto eastward from the east bank of 
the Monongahela River. They returned on Oct. 18 to the survey party 
at the end of the line. The Sector was set up at 199 miles (5 miles 
west of Youghiogheny River) on Aug. 17; again at 222 miles (3 miles 
west of Cheat and east bank of Monongahela Rivers) on Sept. 19. On 
Oct. 11 at 233 miles (west end of Line on top of hill later known as 
Browns Hill), they brought the Sector "from our.store house at 
Forks of Cheat and Monongahela" for the last observations. On Oct. 
20 they started to open the Visto eastward from Browns Hill, to make 
offsets and to Set markers. All but 12 of the Hands were discharged 
by Nov. 29 and these were discharged by Dec. 20, 1767. 

Other dates and miles of aid in interpreting the "Accompt 
are: 

July 16. 1767 Fourteen Indians from the Six Nations with Hugh 
Crawford as interpreter joined the party to insure 
against Indian attack. 

July 24 At 177 miles crossed Little Meadow Run 
August 7 At 189 miles crossed Braddocks Road 
August 11 At 194 miles crossed "Big Yochio Geni.' A Mr. 

Spears lived where Braddocks Road crossed the "Yochio 
Geni" and the Sector was left here until Aug. 16. 
This is the last known westernmost point they had 
contact with this road and the last house visited 

Mason and Dixons Journal frequently refers to the Hands, but 
these references do not check with data on the 'Accompts", They had 
the instruments and know how to make exact measurements but trivial 
human response and its accounting was not a part of that exactness. 
Their notes on the Hands, history and places seldom fit the facts. 
They stated that on Sept. 29 '26 of our men left us". The Accompt 
shows that on Sept. 28 thirteen new Hands started working. For the 
week of Sept. 28 there were 115 men on the time sheet. the highest 
number of the entire season, nine more than the previous week. Only 
five men left the week of Sept. 28 and three left the previous week. 



which was about normal. So the "Accompt" record should be consulted 
for data about the Hands and the Journal notes about them discount- 
ed. 

T& "Accompts" 

The Weekly Time Sheets 

There was a difference in the headings for 1765 and 1767. The 
heading for 1765 read "The Weekly Accompt of the Overseer of the 
Axmen, Chain Carriers. Instrument Bearers, Waggoner, etc at 5 /  etc 
Tentkeeper, Cook etC at 4 /  etC Axmen at 3/6 per day each from ye 
1st day of April to the 6th inclusive". Below this list was: "We 
the undersigned do hereby acknowledge that our Accompt as above 
stated are ju-t 6 true and that we have been duely paid the same 
Witness our n.:mesU followed by the signatures of 
the Hands. (Sce Sheet 1) The 1767 time sheet for the first two 
weeks June 15 to June 27th read: "The Weekly Accompt of the Hands 
employed to cirry the SectOK from Brandiwine to Fort Cumberland, 
Waggoner etc :rom the 15th day of June to the 27th inclusive". After 
that date it ::ead as stated in the first paragraph above. The 
Hands worked :ix days each week except the Cooks worked seven. (See 
Sheets 2 h 3 )  

Disbursements 

The disbursements were made by voucher number beginning at number 
1 and running :iumerically consecutive by the calendar each year. (See 
Sheet 4 )  A f':.~ payments were made by book number. Information on 
the vouchers wis not given. A few of the payments were recorded with 
a description >f the item or service purchased, which are repro- 
duced here. 

Receipts "CONTRA Cr* 

The money in Pounds, Shillings and Pence in sizeable sums was 
delivered to Mr. McClean in person by members of the Commissioners 
or their representatives. This country was still under English rule 
and Britains coinage was in use. The dollar did not come into use 
until about 30 years later. An extrapolation suggests about 5 dollars 
per pound and one quarter per shilling. The English coinage was 
one pound equals 20 shillings, and one shilling equals 12 pence. Al- 
though very sizeable sums were transferred especially for the times 
(some 6600 pounds for the 1767 season) there is no record of any of 
it having been stolen. 

The Hands Employed and Job Title -- 
The Job Title was written after each Hands name on the Weekly 

Time Sheets. These titles were Steward, Overseer, Guide (Pilot), 
Chain Carrier, Sector Carrier, Instrument Bearer, Tent Keeper, Cook, 
Milkmaid, Shepherd, Butcher, Keeper Store at Meadow, Waggoner, 
Axman, and Pack Horse Driver in approximately that order. 

SHEET 1 
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The Steward was Moses McClean, who employed and supervised 
the Hands, secured the materials, kept all accounts and monies 
required by the surveyors to run the Line. His pay was 12% Shillings 
per day. I telieve the surveyors had very little to do with the 
mechanics of the operation because statements in their Journal in 
reference to the Hands seldom fit the data on the time sheets. In 
1767 A1exandr.c McClean was listed as Steward at Camp and received 
7k shillings ?er day. 

One over3eer (Moses Barnes to 6/16, then Matthew Marine after 
that date) ac:ed during 1765, while two (Moses Barnes Overseer of 
the Axmen and James Kain) were employed 1767. 

A guide ';as not employed in 1765 because they worked through 
settled coun;cy. Two guides were employed in 1767, Edward Coombes and 
Robert Benne.: They were discharged on Oct. 25 shortly after the 
western terml.ius was reached. Hugh Crawford came with the Indians 
on July 16, L'67 as interpreter and guide, but he was not on 
McCleans payroll, since they came through negotiations made by the 
Kings Directc; of Indian Affairs and were paid through that channel. 
Moses McClear, did later pay Hugh Crawford a sum of money on his 
account and f:;igh Crawford bought some items at the auction sale. 
On one or mol? of the early weeks the Job Title was Pilot instead 
of Guide. 

Two Chai2 Carriers were employed 1765, namely Jonathan Cope 
and William f3rby. They came from the three Lower Counties, Delaware. 
As many as fcur,were employed 1767, Johathan Cope, Henry Matier, and 
James&Samuel Scclean. 

Occasionally men were given the Job Title Carrying the Sector. 
The longest period for men of this title, Henry Matier and Robert 
Nelson, was from Oct. 26 to Dec. 6, 1767, apparently carrying the 
Sector from the west end of the line to where it was stored near the 
east end, either Bryans or Harlands farm, or Philadelphia. 

Instrument Bearer was sometimes titled Carrying the Instruments. 
There were five .in 1765 and four most of the time in 1767. The lesser 
number in 1767 probably is due to the fact that surveying was slowed 
by the wilderness. 

One Tentkeeper, Alexander McClean, was employed in 1765 and 
three, - James McClean, William Neely, John Reid, or Andrew Thompson 
were employed most of 1767. 

Two Cooks, Leven (or Seven) Hickman and Charles Platt, Were 
employed 1765 and seven (eight for two weeks) were employed most of 
the time in 1767. 

"Cow-Mi?.ier" was the title after John Powels name the week of 
July 6, 1767. The Title was "Milkmaid" after that date. There 
were 10 "Mil'.?" cows sold at the auction Nov. 8, 1767. Tending and 
herding that aany cows would keep one man plenty busy. 

The "Keeper of Store House at Meadow" was Daniel Campbel. 
He was given that title July 13, 1767. The week prior to that he 
he was "Axman". It is not known with certainty where this store- 
house was located, but the name suggests it was located at "Little 
Meadows" on the Braddock Road, which is a few miles west of Cumber- 
land. The Journal reports the Sector, after its final use at the 
end of the line, was removed to "our storehouse" at the Forks of 
Cheat and Monongahela Rivers. 

One Waggoner, Frederick Schess, was employed during 1765. 
Two were employed 1767, -- Andrew Miller and Conrod Redheifer. 
They had one wagon in 1765 and probably two in 1767. It would be 
interesting to know how far west they took the wagons. 

A Shepherd. James Reid, and a Butcher, John Harper,were 
employed 1767. Two other Butchers, Richard Adams and John Menan, 
were employed the latter half of the season. The "Contra" accompt 
dated Jan 29. 1768 records the receipt of cash from Enoch Innis for 
"Hydes" in the amount of 9 pounds 10 shillings, also on Nov. 8, 
1767 Enoch Innis refunded 3 pounds for a Beef Cow which was paid for 
but not delivered. Mr. Innis was paid a total of 309 pounds for 
supplies from July 11 to Nov 6, 1767, the second largest amount 
paid any supplier. So he must have sold livestock to Mr. McClean, 
milk cows and meat animals. 

About half the Hands were Axmen in each season. During 1765 
they worked part time (half days, 3 days a week or not at all), while 
in 1767 they workedfull time. The maximum number in any week was 
53 for the week Oct 19-25, 1767. At that time they were in three 
parties. one party cutting a Visto to the east of the point they 
reached Aug 25 (they rejoined the main party Oct 231, one party 
cutting ViSt0 to the Bast of Monongahela River (they returned Oct 
19), and the advancing westward party reached the end of the Survey 
oct. 11. 

There were no Pack Horse Drivers in 1765. Four "Pack Horsemen", 
the three Killoghs and Jacob Barnhart, were on the payroll the week of 
July 6, 1767. The first two weeks this was the Job Title, then it 
was changed to "Pack Horse Driver." On Sept 17 tragedy struck. At 
the bottom of the last sheet for that week was this note: "NB Wm_ 
Baker 6 Jn? Carpenter were both killed Sept-17th by the fall of 
One Tree (See bottom of Sheet 3)". Baker and Carpenter were Pack 
Horse Drivers. The axmen were in'two parties at the time, --one 
advancing three miles west of Cheat River and the other party was 
cutting a Visto eastward from 199 mile post to Cumberland. There is 
no record of where the accident happened. Since Mason and Dixon 
did not mention it in their Journal, they apparently did not know it 
happened. This suggests it happened in the Visto eastward party. 
It is not clear why as many as 38 pack horse drivers were employed. 
Each man should be able to handle 2 to 5 pack horses, so that more 
ths.1 75 horses would be used. It is possible that some pack horse 
drivers were employed to haul brush and trees to clear the line. Baker 
and Carpenter may ha-2 been doing that when they were killed. 



In 176.. the men with Job Title Chain Carrier, Instrument 
Bearer, Ten~keeper, and Waggoner were paid five shillings each 
day. The C'.oks were paid 4 shillings each day, and the axmen 
3 shillings- 6 pence per day. The Overseer was paid six shillings. .- 

In 176 . the Overseer, Instrument Bearer, Chain Carrier, Guide, 
Waggoner an: Stone Setter were paid 5 shillings each day. The 
Tentkeeper, bok, and Sector Carrier were paid 4 shillings each day. 
The Milk Mail, Shepherd, Axman, Pack horse Driver, Store Keeper 
and Butcher iere paid 3 shillings, 6 pence each day, except some 
axmen and Pack horse Drivers were paid 4 shillings each day from 
Sept 28 to t!?e end of their service. Six of the seven Pack horse 
Drivers hir-l Sept. 28 and 8 hired earlier were paid 4 shillings 
each day. lwelve axmen (all hired earlier - eight July 13) were 
paid 4 shillings each day beginning Sept 28. All men hired after 
Oct 3 were -aid 4 shillings, 4 axmen and 3 Pack horse Drivers . Job 
Title "Guard" was never posted, but night guards would have been a 
necessity. Possibly the extra pay was for guard duty. 

A major task on the journey back for which no Job Title was 
given was t>e setting of mile post markers and the tops of mountain 
markers, an,: the building of mounds of rock and earth around the posts. 
These mound:, were 4 to 6 feet wide and 3 to 5 feet high. Their 
constructior.. would require considerable heavy work and it is possible 
that is why these men were paid higher wages. Very likely the pack 
horses were used in their construction. Also stones were set every 
mile from tt.e eastern end to the 132nd mile. Robert Farlows Job 
Title from Nov 2 to Dec 20 was "Setting Stones" for which he was 
paid 5 shillings each day. It is also possible that the fact that 
two men were killed the previous week by a falling tree may have had 
some bearing on the pay increase. 

Other Job Titles used toward the end of 1767 were: Alexander 
McClean Assistan Settleing Accompts Nov 16-22 and Riding Express 
Nov 23-29 5 shillings each day; William Farlow Riding Express Oct 
26-Nov 8 5 shillings each day; Moses Barnes going Home Nov 23-29, 
two days at 34 shillings each. 

The Hands employed are tabulated in Table A for 1765 and 
Table B for 1767. The names of the men employed are arranged 
alphabetically and their Job Title and dates of service are given 
for each. The first date is Monday and the last date Saturday. His 
employment cnder each Job Title is given. Armstrong Porter was list- 
ed June 24-29 1765 but served no time, zeros on Time Sheet. He 
and Thomas Porter are listed first on the same day, so they are pro- 
bably brothtrs or father and son. Armstrong was probably sick which 
would explaLn why he was on the Time Sheet but never worked, nor 
paid. Thomis worked two weeks. 
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