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Foreword 

I N THE hierarchy of American States, William Penn is re- 
nowned for his founding of Pennsylvania. An achieve- 
ment quite different in kind but equally noteworthy in his 

many faceted career, was his creation by indirection of the 
State of Delaware. What Penn did was to set in motion a 
pattern of action which was destined to generate the Delaware 
State. His primary purpose was to gain for his province of 
Pennsylvania unimpeded access to the sea. His  final success 
had results far beyond his original contemplation. I n  this 
little known activity there are evidenced traits of character 
not commonly associated with the celebrated Quaker. H e  be- 
came perforce a partisan and in that role he exhibited great 
subtlety of mind, an adroitness of approach and presentation 
and a steady adherence to his purpose until it  was achieved,- 
all political qualities of a high degree and order. 

The  emergence of Delaware as a State in its present form 
has been marked by border warfare and by successive genera- 
tions of litigation. The  protagonists were Penn himself and 
Charles Calvert, third Lord Baltimore, noteworthy contro- 
versialists, and their many descendants and after the American 
Revolution, the States of Delaware and New Jersey. Bounds 
and title were threshed out twice in England in Colonial times 
and twice again in the Supreme Court of the United States, 
not to mention a private arbitration proceeding known by the 
fantastic name of the Pea Patch Case. This course of contro- 
versy down through four centuries impinges often upon the 
broader fields of American History. There is for example 
the struggle for the control of the shores of the Delaware River 
and Bay involving the Dutch, the Swedes and the English. 
Again there is the creation of the Mason and Dixon Line in 
consequence of the decree of the English Lord Chancellor 



Hardwicke in Pe~tn vs. LordBaltimore. Here also is to be 
seen in microcosm the spontaneous generation of a local gov- 
ernment whose only tie to the British Crown was a Governor 
in common with Pennsylvania. The  royal prerogative in this 
anamolous arrangement was vested by such phrases as Penn- 
sylvania and the Three Lower Counties upon Delaware River, 
or Pennsylvania and the Territories thereunto belonging. I n  
such manner there was wedged in between Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and New Jersey, an unaclrnowledged colony-The 
Three Lower Counties-and from such stuff there was fash- 
ioned in 1776 by a Revolutionary Convention, the Delaware 

These are the larger considerations'which came to mind 
upon an examination of the records of these litigations in pre- 
paration for the recent boundary suit between NewJersey and 
Delaware, and which have impelled this relation of the bounds 
of Delaware. The  chapter entitled The Delaware State was 
first published in Delaware History in March 1947. It is here 
presented with the permission of the editors to whom aclmowl- 
edgment is justly due and is hereby made. 

Brandywine Hundred 
New Castle County DUDLEY LUNT 
Delaware. 
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The Delaware Country 

IDWAY between the falls and the sea there juts from the 
west bank of the Delaware River, a point. Upstream 

the river winds into the interior, opposite is the low 
lying Jersey shore, and below the vista widens giving upon the 
far reaches of Delaware Bay. Here in the year 1682 stood a 
group of some fifty houses, the bulk of them of wood. This 
was the tow11 of New Castle, the seat of the scattered settle- 
ments upon the shores of the Delaware. I n  hack stretched 
the forest broken here and there by an occasional plantation 
by the side of the streams that flowed through it. 

On the twenty-seventh of October the little town was alive 
with excitement. A ship had been sighted in the Bay. Word 
passed quickly and the inhabitants, a motley mixture of Dutch, 
Swedes and English, gathered in groups on the sandy beach 
before the town. There she was heating up the river from 
shore to shore. What ship was she and from where did she 
hail? 

A small hoat came on ahead and neared the shore. A shout 
went out. Back across the water came the answer of Mordecai 
Howell who had hailed her in the Bay - she was the Welcome 
out of Deal in late August. H e  beached his hoat and stepped 
ashore. At his words a shiver of apprehension went through 
the crowd. Smallpox had gutted passengers and crew. More 
than a third of them had died on the long voyage. 

The Welcome came slowly on. Speculation died down 
and they watched in silence as she came to anchor and put off 
a small hoat. As it beached a cry went up. Where were John 
Moll and Ephraim Herman? The  latter was not to be found. 




































































































































